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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-171
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: March 14, 2019
Type of Action: Approval of legal settlement; appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $317,000 from General Fund/General Services District fund balance to provide funding for settlement of a lawsuit entitled Eric Mitchell v. City of Jacksonville et al., approves the settlement agreement and authorizes the General Counsel to take such action as needed to conclude the litigation. 
Background Information: Eric Mitchell, an employee of the Fire and Rescue Department, filed suit against the department and the City alleging racial discrimination and retaliation in relation to a job reassignment. In order to avoid the cost and uncertainty of a jury trial, the parties have negotiated a settlement in the amount of $317,000, of which Mr. Mitchell will receive $42,000 and his attorneys will receive $275,000. The settlement provides that Mr. Mitchell will be reassigned as a Captain to the position of Special Event Coordinator, which position he may retain in the event he is promoted to District Chief. In return, Mr. Mitchell agrees to dismiss the case against the City.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $317,000 from General Fund/General Services District fund balance
Analyst: Clements
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